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Figure 1. Field locations where count density was measured. Count density (pieces km™*; see colorbar) of marine plastic debris measured at 1571
stations from 680 net tows and 891 visual survey transects for each of four plastic size classes (033100 mm, 1.01-4.75 mm, 4.76-200 mm, and
=200 mm).




Growth in human population and the growth in plastic preduction. Trend lines are second

degree polynomials
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Status of knowledge on their occurrence and implications
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An example of how microplastics could end up on a consumer's plate
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Because they filter water, bivalves (such as mussels, oysters, clams and
others) can absorb and excrete microplastic present in the sea water
where they are cultivated
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Sources: Tjarné Marine Biological Laboratory, Strdmstad, Sweden; personal communication with Dr. Sarah Dudas
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After harvesting, shellfish are usually kept in clean water to get rid of
contaminants. The shellfish expel some microplastics, while others remain
inside, reach the market and end up on the consumer’s plate
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